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Stored footage of cameras are kept in a hard drive for a limited amount of time. Students can request security for footage.
By SEAN HITREC
 
C
ampus security cameras are 
now up and running, and some 
students are concerned because 
no one is monitoring them.
Last spring, The Voice reported that 
Langara campus security cameras 
were actually not working. On Oct. 4, 
David Aucoin, the manager of safety, 
security and emergency management 
at Langara, confirmed via email that 
the cameras are now operating and re-
cording. Although the cameras are 
working, they are not monitored and 
can be only accessed by authorized 
personnel. 
“The cameras are operational 24/7,” 
said Aucoin. “They offer a layer of pro-
tection in the sense that a potential 
suspect realizes they could be recorded 
committing an offence. Camera and 
footage can be reviewed to determine 
potential suspects after an incident.”
While some students are relieved 
that the cameras are working, others 
are still wary because no one is moni-
toring them.
“I think it provides better security 
for students,” said Langara student 
Virginia Frazer. “Especially as a wom-
an, for my safety, I feel more comfort-
able that they are working.”
Jacob Lamour, a psychology student 
at Langara, was happy that the camer-
as are working, but concerned about 
the lack of real-time monitoring. 
“I think that the fact that no one is 
watching that footage is really con-
cerning, cause what if there was a 
crime that was happening? Or some-
one was being assaulted? There would 
be no instantaneous help.”
The footage is not saved forever. Au-
coin cautioned that a request to review 
the footage should be made as close to 
the incident as possible because space 
on the recorder’s hard drive is limited.
Cameras rolling, 
no one watching
“[The bowl-
ing alleys] 
just won’t 
be able to 
afford the 
rent in the 
big cities.
MIKE GERLA
TOWN ’N COUNTRY 
BOWL MANAGER
Security cameras now working, will only be reviewed if requested
South Van bowling alley spared for now
By EMELIE PEACOCK
Despite an ongoing redevelopment process that threatened to knock out South Vancouver’s only 10-pin 
bowling alley, Town ‘n Country Bowl 
will stay open for business.
Last winter, The Voice reported that 
Serracan Properties applied to rede-
velop the land, where Town ’n Country 
Bowl is located, which would have 
forced the establishment to shut its 
doors. Mike Gerla, manager of the 
bowling alley, expects to stay in busi-
ness for at least another year or two 
with Serracan still waiting for the city 
to grant its permits. 
“From what we’ve been told, they’re 
not in any big rush. Especially with the 
foreign buyer’s tax, that’s definitely 
cooled the market off,” Gerla said. 
This is good news for bowlers as the 
bowling season runs from September 
to April. “We’re just starting to get into 
the busy season,” said Gerla.
Serracan Properties applied to the 
City of Vancouver in June 2013, to build 
368 market housing units, as well as re-
tail space, a daycare facility and com-
munity centre at the location. The de-
velopment will not include enough 
affordable retail space for the 
1,200-square-metre bowling alley.
“We do not expect construction to 
start until 2018,” said John Conicella, 
executive vice president of Serracan. 
The other businesses on site, TSN 
Insurance Services Ltd and South Van 
Liquor Ltd, are not sure how long they 
can remain open. 
“We will be staying in the building 
until it comes down,” said James Cum-
mings, manager of South Van Liquor 
Ltd.  “It’ll be between a month and a 
year and a half. It depends on permits.”
When Town ’n Country Bowl shuts 
its doors, bowlers will have to commute 
to either Burnaby or White Rock. In 
the past three years, several bowling 
alleys have closed and Gerla sees this 
trend continuing. 
“There will always be bowling, but 
it’ll be big huge places. The little ma’ 
and pa’ type operations like ours, they 
just wont be able to afford the rent in 
the big cities.” Gerla said. 
A public hearing is scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 20 at 6 p.m. in city hall, 
people affected by the rezoning are in-
vited to speak. 
Developer still waiting for city permits to redevelop Town ’n Country Bowl and nearby businesses
Panel talks about the envi-
ronment and the future of 
youth in Canada
By MICHELE PAULSE
A Langara student and Air Cadets warrant officer recently had the opportunity to participate in a 
youth panel to discuss the future of 
Canada.
Kabir Dhillon, and two other Air 
Cadets, represented the Royal 
Canadian Air Cadet Squadron as part 
of the Experience Canada (EC) youth 
panel on September 24 in Victoria for 
the Royal Family visit. The panel was a 
part of EC’s Canada 150&Me, that 
recognizes the importance of youth for 
Canada’s 150th anniversary. 
 “It was a surreal experience,” said 
Dhillon. They discussed challenges 
and opportunities facing Canada’s 
youth, as well as a discussion about the 
environment. “The topic of the panel 
was how youth see Canada in the next 
50 years and what the government can 
do to improve Canada,” said Kabir 
Dhillon.
The panelists were: Leen Al Zaibak, 
co-founder and director of Jusoor, a 
Syrian youth agency, Aurelie Rivard a 
medal winner at the Rio Paralympic 
Games and Hjalmer Wenstob a First 
Nations carver. The other two Air 
Cadets on the panel were Chief Petty 
Officer Damian McCracken, and 
Warrant Officer Jalen Hall. 
After the discussion, panellists and 
the audience attended a reception with 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Prince 
William and Princess Kate.
Deborah Morrison, EC president and 
chief executive officer, said that the 
youth panel has been a project that 
they have been working on for a couple 
of years.   “We wanted to do something 
special for Canada’s 150th and make 
sure youth were at the forefront of the 
celebrations.”
Charlene Hou, a 
Langara science 
student, believes 
the panel will 
contribute 
positively to the 
future of Canada. 
“The panel was a 
good idea. Youth 
are the future 
leaders,” she said.
Two more 
panels will be held 
before Canada 
Day 2017, they will meet next in the 
spring. 
“Running events like this is really 
important because it allows youth to 
connect with other like-minded 
people,” Dhillon said.
KABIR DHILLON
Langara Student 
and Air Cadet 
Warrant Officer
Air cadets 
participate
in youth 
panel
JACOB LAMOUR
Langara 
Pyschology 
Student
By VERONNICA MacKILLOP
High-school students in Langley have launched a battle to help homeless teenagers.
“We decided to form a youth home-
lessness task force,” said Jordyn Laird, 
a student at Brookswood Secondary, 
and a member of the task force. The 
goal is to eventually have a homeless 
shelter for teenagers in Langley.
In 2016, 162 high school students in 
Langley were homeless or in unstable 
housing. There is currently one home-
less shelter in Langley and those seek-
ing shelter there must be 19 or older. 
In November 2015, at a Langley 
school district meeting, students from 
several schools decided that it was 
time for a change.
SAFE (Shelters Are For Everyone), 
is the name of the organization started 
by the students. 
“We put posters up around Langley 
that said #SAFELangley in hopes that 
people would type it into any social me-
dia, and be able to find anything that 
we had posted,” said Meaghan Lay-
cock, a SAFE member and Brookswood 
student. 
SAFE has held events such as an out-
door concert and barbecues, to raise 
awareness and a little bit of money for 
a future youth shelter. 
“We’re hoping that eventually we 
will have a connection with a politician 
who would want to help us,” Laycock 
said. 
SAFE members were shocked at the 
amount of community support. “We 
were expecting maybe 30 people for our 
conversation cafe, and over 100 showed 
up,” said Laird.
Loren Roberts, with Encompass Sup-
port Services Society and the youth 
homeless initiative, said young people 
speaking out is very powerful. 
Gordon Stewart, acting superinten-
dent of the Langley school district, said 
that the sustained funding for the shel-
ter has to come from the province, 
which may not see it as a priority. 
“[Youth homelessness] is not some-
thing that’s in your face as much as 
other issues,” Stewart said. 
“A lot of the youth during the day 
will access the school system for food 
and get help from friends or staff. It’s 
not as visible as someone who is older 
and doesn’t have these resources.”
Teenagers helping each other is a 
step in the right direction, according to 
Stewart.  
“There’s nothing better than youth 
advocating for youth,” he said. 
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Pierre Elliott Trudeau Elementary school is one of two South Vancouver schools that were being considered for closure.
South Van children to stay put
Parents relieved closure process suspended, upheaval avoided 
By MELANIE GREEN
T
wo South Vancouver schools 
have been spared the axe, at 
least for now.
Pierre Elliott Trudeau Ele-
mentary School and Champlain 
Heights Annex were among 11 Vancou-
ver schools being considered for clo-
sure, until the Vancouver School Board 
passed a controversial motion on Oct. 3 
suspending the closure process. 
The decision means 376 South Van-
couver students will be allowed to re-
main in their schools.
Tom Wildon, whose three children 
attend Trudeau Elementary, said he 
was relieved the school will stay open 
for the time being.
“Trudeau is a community based 
school and it would really be a disser-
vice to the community to lose it,” he 
said. “It’s hard with cutbacks. I would 
like to see all my kids graduate from 
Trudeau.”
Andrea Sinclair, who works with a 
grassroots collective committed to 
public education, said many parents 
feel B.C. education is underfunded, and 
their advocacy helped stall the school-
closure process.
“If public education is truly public, 
then it needs to be funded,” said the Pa-
rental Advocacy Network spokesper-
son. “Parents have had enough and 
pushed back.”
The motion to suspend the closure 
process was contentious, with five 
trustees in support and four in opposi-
tion.
VSB trustee Penny Noble voted 
against the motion to cease the school-
closure.
“We didn’t get to where we are light-
ly, folks. I feel as if we are throwing out 
months of work,” she said at the Oct. 3 
meeting. “I am absolutely flabbergast-
ed that we should be asked to come up 
and throw it all aside without further 
discussion.” 
VSB trustee Allan Wong, who sup-
ported the motion, said at the Oct. 3 
meeting that recent changes to provin-
cial education policies caused him to 
reconsider the school-closure issue.
“Eleven school closures, one school 
with over 1,000 students, we cannot 
take lightly. Just to say that we need to 
plough ahead without the proper infor-
mation concerns me,” he said.
The VSB decision prohibits re-visita-
tion of school closure until June 30, 
2017.
“If public 
education 
is truly 
public, 
then it 
needs to be 
funded
ANDREA SINCLAIR
SPOKESPERSON 
PARENTAL 
ADVOCACY 
NETWORK
“Choice” programs, like 
French immersion, are 
overcrowded, causing 
tension among parents
 By REUBEN DONGALEN Jr.
Surrey school trustees are looking at whether they should move pop-ular special programs like French 
immersion because of the overcrowd-
ing of some schools. 
As the district continues to discuss 
ways to cope with overcrowding, mov-
ing or eliminating optional, “choice” 
programs in schools that are signifi-
cantly above capacity may be one of 
their quickest solutions.
Shawn Wilson, chairperson of the 
Surrey Board of Education, said it 
makes parents irate when they can’t 
send their children to a school that is 
within view from their home.
“You know often 
what happens is, 
you will have peo-
ple that live in a 
house and they can 
see the school, and 
yet they’ve got to 
take 25 blocks 
away or something 
to get to their 
school. That’s sim-
ply not fair,” Wil-
son said.
But the school board risks enraging 
another group of parents if it starts re-
locating programs.
According to Karen Tan, the presi-
dent of the Surrey District Parent Advi-
sory Council, many parents are moving 
into areas where there are certain 
schools offering specific choice pro-
grams. 
“If it’s a parent [of a child] that’s in a 
choice program and have moved close 
to the school to be at a certain program, 
it’s kind of disheartening,” she said. 
On the other hand, Tan said that she 
understands the board’s decisions.
There are only a handful of choice 
programs in Surrey. Aside from French 
immersion, they include traditional 
schools, Discovery, Punjabi language, 
Intensive Fine Arts and more.
Wilson said the board is expecting to 
decide on relocating or eliminating two 
choice programs this fall.
 The French immersion program at 
Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary and the 
Inter-A program at Kwantlen Park Sec-
ondary are primary candidates for 
amendments. 
Twitter photo courtesy of LENNY YUN
SAFE Langley members, left to right: Erin Moloney, 
Meaghan Laycock, Jordyn Laird and Chantelle Killey.
Students form group to ad-
vocate for homeless shelter 
in Langley for vulnerable 
adolescents
Surrey school 
board in no-
win situation
Teens push to build youth shelter
SHAWN WILSON
Surrey school 
board chair
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‘There should be equal fees’ 
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Langara targeting international students with 2020 Strategic Plan. As of spring 2016, there were 3,055 international students at Langara
International students can pay up to six times as much per credit
New labs benefit 
staff and students
Students 
seeking 
change from 
LSU election
Quiet study spaces and 
more water fountains 
among requests from 
students
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE
Langara students hope the upcoming student union election will provide opportunities for change around 
campus.
The Langara Students’ Union offi-
cially kicked off election season on 
campus in the second week of Septem-
ber. Since those elected will advocate 
for all Langara students over the next 
year, The Voice asked students what 
would make their experience on cam-
pus better.
“I’d like a quiet place to study,” said 
Isabel Nwangi, a mathematics student 
who arrived on campus in January, and 
who spends most of her time in the new 
science building. “There is no place to 
go that is quiet and doesn’t smell of 
food.”  
Other students, who spend their 
non-class time in the LSU, are con-
cerned about a lack of space and water 
fountains.
Danson Jin, a second-year general 
arts student, said, “More water foun-
tains. I don’t see any in the LSU and 
that’s a problem.”
However, the space and layout of fur-
niture is a bigger concern for second-
year student Pushpinder Budhiraja. 
“With more students, the space, it’s 
getting compact. Look, the foosball ta-
ble is stuck between those chairs and 
sofas. 
“So, it’s kind of like a lot of things in 
a small place,” said Budhiraja while 
pointing at the furniture in the LSU.  
Students can visit the LSU offices on 
the second floor of the Students’ Union 
Building to share ideas, opinions, and 
suggestions about the LSU and Langa-
ra. They can also go online to the LSU 
“Contact Us” page at www.lsu.bc.ca, or 
students can email their suggestions to 
the LSU at lsu@lsu.bca.ca.
Thirteen positions are up for grabs 
in this fall’s election, and the campaign 
period runs from Oct. 22 to Oct. 28. Stu-
dents can vote from Oct. 31 to Nov. 3 in 
the Langara Students’ Union Building.
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Microbiology student David Nguyen peers through a 
microscope in one of Langara’s new labs.
By BALA YOGESH
A
s Langara College is targeting 
more international students as 
part of its 2020 Strategic Plan, 
some feel their tuition fees are 
too high.
While Langara’s tuition fees for in-
ternational students are comparable to 
other colleges and some other post-
secondary institutions in B.C., many 
students from abroad would like to see 
more services and benefits available to 
them.
“We, coming from an international 
place, are facing more struggles, more 
hardships, and living in worst condi-
tions, and are working the hell of it, and 
we’re still paying much more,” said 
Tanvir Kaur, a kinesiology student at 
Langara. “I believe there should be 
equal fees for everyone because we all 
are studying the same class, and in the 
same course, and we’re not given a spe-
cial kind of treatment or anything like 
that.”
Ajay Patel, associate vice-president 
of international and external develop-
ment at Langara, said the college’s 
prices are actually cheap compared to 
some other schools. “Given we are a 
university transfer institute, our fees 
are considerably less than UBC, and 
other major B.C./Canada universities,” 
Patel said in an email.
International students can pay up to 
six times the fees of domestic students 
depending on the institution, and de-
pending on the number of credits need-
ed. At Langara, international students 
pay $590 per credit, while the fees for 
domestic students start at $93.69 per 
credit. 
Douglas College charges $520 per 
credit for international students while 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University 
charges $561 per credit. In contrast, at 
UBC international students pay 
$1,011.97 per credit for most undergrad-
uate programs.
At Langara, some of the services 
available to international students in-
clude workshops to help students tran-
sition into Canada’s post-secondary 
education system, as well as private 
counselling. 
As part of the 2020 Strategic Plan, 
Langara is targeting more internation-
al students to help increase total reve-
nue generated independently from 60 
per cent to comprise 75 per cent over-
all. In the spring of 2014, Langara had 
1,474 international students, a number 
that has more than doubled over the 
past two years to 3,055.
According to B.C.’s Ministry of Ad-
vanced Education, international stu-
dents spent $2.3-billion in the province 
in 2012/2013.
Langara students think 
the Science & Technology 
Building’s new facilities 
are a huge improvement 
over the old ones
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN
Langara’s new Science & Technology Building has been a success, espe-cially for students and staff of the 
biology program.
The new building, which incorpo-
rates many green building features 
made from sustainable and local mate-
rials, is home to state-of-the-art labs for 
a number of programs at Langara, in-
cluding biology, physics, and nursing. 
Even the roof is being utilized, with two 
greenhouses and an observation deck 
for astronomy.
Biology department chair Mario 
Moniz de Sa, is excited about what the 
new facilities bring to his department.
“I think the greatest benefit has 
come to the students,” he said. “We 
have more specialization within our 
labs which means there’s less courses 
sharing the same lab, so with prep time 
and takedown time of labs it means you 
can actually offer more sections.”
Mackenzie Edgar, a second-year bi-
ology student, appreciates the large 
study spaces in the new building be-
cause it gives him the luxury to work 
alongside like-minded people.
“[The] labs are bigger here, every-
thing is updated,” said Edgar in com-
parison to Building A, where he was 
studying last year.
He also believes the new labs pro-
vide a safer work environment for stu-
dents.
“We didn’t have sufficient fume 
hoods so it wasn’t the safest thing in 
the world, and now we have personal 
fume hoods that come down,” said Ed-
gar when comparing the old labs to the 
new ones. 
One of the labs is open to students so 
they can work on experiments and 
projects in their free time. 
“It’s where I spend most of my time,” 
said David Nguyen, a microbiology stu-
dent at Langara.
The new building is five storeys tall 
with over 12,000 sq. m of space, and the 
total estimated cost of construction is 
$48.9-million.
ALYD LLEWELLYN photo
Langara Students’ Union Building, where 
students can vote in the upcoming LSU 
election.
1	 Langara College 
fees per credit: 
$3.90
2	 Douglas College 
fees per credit: 
$23.55
3	 Kwantlen Polytech-
nic University fees 
per credit: $9.35 
Source: University websites and 
student union websites
Student 
union 
fees
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By CHERYL WHITING
A Vancouver theatre company is helping students with develop-mental disabilities find confi-
dence in themselves.  
 The program is held at Moberly 
Arts and Cultural Centre, where Don 
Hardy has been the program instructor 
for the Vancouver Adapted Theatre 
Company for six years. He teaches 
along side Gordon Clark. 
Hardy and Clark, both musical ther-
apists, work with a team of staff to help 
students with developmental disabili-
ties write, rehearse, and choreograph a 
45 minute theatre production. The 
work culminates in a final performance 
next May. 
“We use projected imagery for the 
sets, so we do some filmmaking as well 
as the live the-
atre,” Hardy said. 
“It’s a real hands 
on experience for 
the kids, and ev-
eryone works to 
their own ability.”
Hardy said that 
the personal bene-
fits for students 
are enormous, and 
does not rule out 
future career op-
portunities for par-
ticipants.  
“I can point to lots of kids who have 
come through the program and discov-
ered other things they can do because 
they have really built confidence,” Har-
dy said. 
“[That includes] going to college and 
stuff like that, that wasn’t in the cards 
for them before,” he said.
Susanna Uchatius is the artistic di-
rector of Theatre Terrific, a company 
for people over 20. Uchatius cautions 
people against expecting less from 
those living with disabilities.
“I find it highly disrespectful,” she 
said. “The assumption being made that 
we won’t do this because we can’t ex-
pect [people with disabilities] to even 
make a go of it,” she said. 
Hardy said, “It’s all about building 
confidence and really feeling good 
about yourself.” 
Hardy and Clark both work out of 
MTC Studio in Burnaby, a company 
specializing in musical therapy. 
The Vancouver Adapted Theatre 
Company runs every Thursday eve-
ning and is currently accepting regis-
trations through the Sunset Communi-
ty Centre Association website. 
By BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE
 
A 
new program at Langara focus-
es on building traditions 
through storytelling and carv-
ing that sustain connections 
across generations.
The Reconciliation Carving Series, a 
new program at Langara College, fo-
cuses on personal healing and growth. 
The series creates space for personal 
journeys for all involved, as they think 
about how art and culture contribute to 
one’s understanding of place and iden-
tity. 
It is open to indigenous and non-in-
digenous students, and consists of two 
carving courses and one research por-
tion.
“The art is just one aspect of what we 
do,” said Coast Salish carver Aaron 
Nelson-Moody, speaking about his craft 
and its role in the Squamish Nation. 
“It’s sort of our version of written his-
tory.” Nelson-Moody is an instructor 
for the course. 
Garwin Sanford is an instructor 
from the film arts program who is doc-
umenting the students’ and course’s 
progressions.
“My question, as a privileged, old, 
white guy, was: what does reconcilia-
tion mean to me,” he said, but as stu-
dents began sharing stories of residen-
tial school crimes and working out 
their feelings, his expectations 
changed.
“What you hope for,” he said, “is that 
you can actually move closer to natsu-
mat.”
Sanford said the word means “we 
are one”, but others in the class said 
Elder Shane Point defines the word a 
little differently. 
Point volunteers his time each Fri-
day with the group, and defines the 
word as “we’re in this together”. Natsu-
mat has no precise English spelling 
outside of the Coast Salish spelling. 
“We’re reaching a process, which is 
what I am after,” Nelson-Moody said. 
“It’s being part of a continuum of carv-
ing and ceremony that has been going 
on for 12,000 years here.”
Sanford is hoping that when people 
see the documentary they will say, “Oh, 
we can do that.”
The Reconciliation Carving Series is 
a collaborative offering of the Aborigi-
nal Studies, fine arts and film arts pro-
grams. 
Their studio, room A045, is open to 
the public every Friday afternoon.
By CLARE HENNIG
Rachel Peake, the director of Studio 58’s current production, Angels in America, said that her success in 
the theatre industry snowballed from 
her time in the program.
Peake worked with Studio 58 stu-
dents during the past month to bring 
the play to the stage from Sept. 29 to 
Oct. 16. The play follows two young 
couples and their struggles during the 
1980s AIDS epidemic in New York City.
Peake graduated in 2006, and has 
since directed two plays at the school. 
She attributes her success to the pro-
gram.
 “This is an actor-driven event and 
because Studio 58 is a active training 
program, I really took that to heart,” 
she said.
Peake said the issues depicted in the 
play are still relevant. 
“I think [the] case of people trying to 
find a way to fit into a society that’s 
fragmented is very present nowadays,” 
Peake said in a Skype interview.
“It’s certainly something that Don-
ald Trump has preyed upon in his cam-
paign,” Peake said.
“AIDS is not the death sentence that 
it was back then,” she said. “However, 
we’re still seeing the gay community be 
marginalized and attacked in various 
ways.”
Elizabeth Barrett, a third-year stu-
dent who plays the lead character, said 
she appreciated the creative freedom 
the cast was given with their roles.
“It’s incredibly important to be given 
the license to try things on stage and to 
explore,” said Barrett.
Barrett said the way Peake directed 
allowed the cast to explore their char-
acters, despite a generational gap. 
“[Peake] encouraged us to not only 
research the era but also delve into the 
details,” she said.
Peake is in Washington, D.C., work-
ing on her next production, Clickable.
BONNIE LEE LA MADELEINE photo
Aaron Nelson-Moody demonstrating how he uses a curved blade at the Reconciliation Carving Series on Oct. 7 at Langara College.
	 Students will 
collaborate on 
two reconciliaton  
house boards
	 The boards will be 
displayed at an 
outdoor Aboriginal 
space on Langara 
campus
	 The carving series 
includes two fine 
arts courses, and 
one aboriginal 
studies course
Source: Langara College website
ABOUT
the series
Reconciliation art program creates a safe space for those involved
Distinguished director revitalizes play set in the 1980s for Studio 58 stage
SUBMITTED photo
Rachel Peake directed AIDS play.
South Vancouver program 
helps people with 
developmental disabilities 
explore theatre
DON HARDY
Vancouver 
Adapted Theatre 
instructor
Community 
theatre 
creates 
opportunity
SUBMITTED photo
Hardy playing piano for students at 
Windermere Secondary School.
“We’re still 
seeing the 
gay com-
munity be 
marginal-
ized and 
attacked 
in various 
ways
RACHEL PEAKE
STUDIO 58 
GRADUATE
Alum puts new spin on 1991 AIDS play
Carving Series helps healing
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Tipping point for tight wallets
Those on limited budgets can find themselves being shamed to tip
By KRISTYN ANTHONY
A
ce Cabebe remembers the first 
time he was tip shamed for not 
leaving a gratuity after grab-
bing a quick meal with a friend. 
The Langara College student had 
stopped at a food outlet in Metrotown 
and after paying for his meal, the wom-
an providing service spared no shame 
in commenting on how she felt. 
   “She asked how the food was, and 
then said, ‘What? No tip?’,” Cabebe re-
membered. “I was so shocked I just 
walked away.”
In North America, there is an expec-
tation from those employed in hospital-
ity for gratuities. Often, hourly rates 
are lower than minimum wage and in-
comes are supplemented by tips - the 
dollar amount left in addition to the 
price of a service provided. 
“There’s a multitude of reasons why 
people don’t tip and it’s not always 
about the service and it’s not always 
about people being cheap,” said Maria 
Gouthro, a 30-year veteran of the in-
dustry.
Gouthro, who works for DMH Ser-
vices, a hospitality recruitment agency, 
said she sees tip shaming all the time, 
both on the job and on social media. 
She believes it’s rooted in entitlement, 
fed by what she calls ‘mob mentality’ 
particularly when shaming people pub-
licly.
“It seems like it’s okay to do that 
now,” Gouthro said. “In my experience, 
I find it’s a generational thing.”
David Hardisty, assistant professor 
of marketing and behavioural science 
at UBC said he sees both sides of the 
coin. 
“Students can sometimes be on a 
limited budget, but if you can’t afford to 
tip, then don’t buy it,” he said.
Cabebe now feels a sort of pressure 
when returning to spend his money at 
the same business where he was tip 
shamed.  
“I do know every time I come back, 
she’ll always ask the same question 
and I leave something out of pity,” he 
said. 
“It’s not like, ‘Oh, wow, the service is 
so good,” it’s that I know she’ll be beg-
ging for a tip.”
Tropical ukulele a hit in Raincouver
Bombers 
make stylin’ 
comeback
The bomber jacket, a top 
fall trend this year, has a 
long and evolving history 
in the fashion world
By CAITLIN O’FLANAGAN 
Bomber jackets have been a reoc-curring trend for years and have reemerged this fall season with a 
new twist. 
They are back and bigger than ever, 
in store windows, magazine pages and 
on A-list celebrities. Ranging from the 
classic military style to the new, bright-
ly embroidered statement jacket, they 
are everywhere.
Terry Pitts, who teaches fashion his-
tory at Langara, has noticed the bomb-
er’s continued popularity and said it all 
comes down to practicality. 
“People’s lives are very fast-paced, 
and in turn, comfort can be fashion’s 
driving force,” Pitts said. “Designers 
keep finding new ways to interpret the 
bomber, but its ease and comfort are 
what makes it so important.” 
Originally designed to keep First 
World War pilots warm in the skies, 
these jackets have become much more 
than military apparel. Starting in the 
1970s they became popular amongst ci-
vilians, and they’ve become a prevalent 
part of skinhead and hip-hop culture.
Kanye West used Alpha Industries, a 
company that made some of the origi-
nal “flight jackets,” for his Yeezus tour 
merchandise. He is just one of the no-
table celebrities making this street-
fashion trend so famous. 
Cara Stryer, owner of Vincent Park, 
has had to restock her personal favou-
rite of the season, a Cheap Monday 
bomber, three times already since the 
middle of August. “I can’t keep them on 
the shelves,” Stryer said.
Being able to wear them all year, 
mixed with the jacket’s versatility, is 
what Stryer attributes to the bomber 
jacket’s appeal.
Aside from boutiques like Vincent 
Park, bomber jackets can also be seen 
in Hudson’s Bay, American Eagle and 
Nordstrom. It’s never been so easy to 
get your hands on one that fits your 
style and your budget. 
Rooted in history, but always being 
presented in a fresh new way, this 
won’t be the last time the bomber jack-
et is a must-have of the season.  
ANNA TILLEY photo
Sanika Joyal, Langara College 
computer science student sporting 
her very own bomber jacket
“If you 
can’t af-
ford to tip, 
then don’t 
buy it
DAVID HARDISTY
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Langara Studio 58 graduate 
Carlen Escarraga strums some 
chords on his ukulele at Langara 
College on Oct. 7, 2016. The aspir-
ing actor is self-taught and contin-
ues to improve his practice.
By JESSICA PURVER
With its uplifting sound and evo-cations of childhood and tropi-cal beaches, the ukulele has 
found a home in rainy Vancouver. 
Known for its Hawaiian roots, this 
small instrument has grown in popu-
larity among both accomplished musi-
cians and beginners. Vancouver, due in 
large part to school programs and les-
sons offered in the community, has ad-
opted a new ukulele trend. 
Amber Leake, sales associate at 
Long & McQuade Musical Instru-
ments, found it was a popular 
purchase for children and 
teachers.
“They’re pretty simple,” she 
said. “There are a lot less 
strings and they’re smaller too. 
It’s easier to reach your fingers 
to the places you need them to 
go, and softer strings so it doesn’t 
hurt you.” 
For children, the smaller size is 
an appealing alternative to the 
guitar. But the instrument isn’t just for 
kids. Adults who are unfamiliar with 
playing instruments, as well as ad-
vanced musicians, turned to the ukule-
le for the same reasons.
Carlen Escarraga, a Langara Studio 
58 graduate, taught himself how to play 
for fun, and ended up playing in profes-
sional shows. The aspir-
ing actor used ukulele 
to broaden his skills 
and expand what he 
could do musically. 
“It’s a bit of a dif-
ferent structure. 
Ukulele is just so 
easy to carry 
around,” said Escarraga. “Not only is it 
easier to play, but there’s this lovely 
nostalgic feeling when playing the uku-
lele and I think it’s also not as scary for 
people wanting to learn.”
Founder of Musical Expressions, 
Joney Poon, agreed that the ukulele is 
not an intimidating instrument, and its 
moderate price point is also an attrac-
tive factor for her students.
Poon recognized the widespread 
popularity of the ukulele in Vancouver. 
“There’s a great sense of communi-
ty,” Poon said. 
“If you’re committed in con-
tinuing on to ukulele circles, 
you build a community. 
They’re growing in that area 
and there’s a sense of bonding 
that they do through music.”
Musical Expressions now offers 
lessons until Dec. 13 at the Marpole-
Oakridge Community Centre in South 
Vancouver. 
KRISTYN ANTHONY photo
A tip jar on the counter 
prompts leaving a gratuity 
for hospitality employees 
at Moii Cafe on Cambie 
Street
More and more people are 
tuning into this Hawai-
ian guitar alternative for 
its childlike wonder and 
simplicity1	 Ukulele means 
“jumping flea” in 
Hawaiian
2	 Early ukulele strings 
were made from 
cat or sheep gut. 
Nowadays, most 
are made of nylon, 
but gut strings can 
still be found  3	 In the event of an 
apocalypse, the 
ukulele can be 
transformed into a 
flame thrower4	 Beatle George 
Harrison, before 
passing away, 
collected hundreds 
of ukuleles
5	 Neil Armstrong 
loved the uku-
lele and spent time 
playing his own in 
quarantine up in 
space
Source: takelessons.com/blog/
fun-ukulele-facts-z10 	
UKULELE
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You should definitely tip your server as a form of etiquette, regardless of whether you have 
the option not to. 
Others may feel like it’s too much 
that you are asked to chip in for 
service tips on top of what you pay 
for your meal.
But whether you have a good 
experience or not, you should tip 
because servers make below 
minimum wage.
Servers should actually be paid 
fairly like the people in the retail 
industry and restaurant owners 
have the responsibility to do so. 
It is fair that if you dine with a 
large group, the tip is automatically 
included in the bill because of the 
number of people to serve. And the 
restaurant should let you know that 
when you arrive.
Remember if 
you decide not to 
tip, the servers 
still have to share 
their tips with 
kitchen staff and 
in some cases 
management.
So the server 
could end up  
going home with 
less than a 
minimum wage at 
the end of the night. 
This doesn’t sound fair, especially 
when they’re dealing with demand-
ing customers for hours.
If a customer has received less 
than average service, it is likely due 
to the restaurant being understaffed 
and the server being exceptionally 
busy.
This can make it nearly impos-
sible for a server to give perfect 
service.
Generally, servers work a lot of 
overtime with no breaks, making it 
difficult for servers to engage in 
overly friendly conversations. 
In other places like Europe, the 
culture of tipping doesn’t exist but 
you could if you wanted to.
In Canada, it is customary to tip 
anywhere from 15 to 20 per cent.
Even if the service was God awful, 
then maybe do the bare minimum of 
10 per cent.
With the way that servers or 
people in the food service industry 
are treated, we definitely need to tip 
them.
T
o a first year Langara student, 
the sleek $50-million Science 
& Technology Building, or 
“Building T”, is just another 
fixture on campus. 
After three years of construction, 
the five-storey structure is finally 
available for students and instruc-
tors in the science and nursing 
departments. 
Fortunately for the respective 
departments, the bright and 
spacious building provides state-of-
the-art facilities and labs, allowing 
for larger class sizes and a more 
centralized area for students to 
congregate. 
Unfortunately for everyone else, it 
doesn’t really matter. 
Aside from the occasional 
departmental meeting for arts 
programs held in one of its clinical 
and noisy vacant classrooms, most 
of the other students at Langara will 
not be using Building T, other than 
to seek shelter from a rainstorm in 
between classes. 
While it may 
seem nifty to 
study in a 
futuristic space 
pod with tacky 
red carpet that 
lines only half of 
the stairwells, 
good luck to 
anyone capable of 
manoeuvring its 
labyrinthian 
hallways or 
finding a quiet workspace in its 
chair-less corners. 
The building does of course have 
its benefits.
Gender-neutral washrooms are 
the norm, not the exception, 
throughout Building T’s hallways. It 
is LEED-certified and follows the 
college’s long-term plans for 
sustainable campus expansion.
The larger classroom sizes enable 
greater capacity for course enrol-
ments, which is beneficial to 
Langara’s computer science depart-
ment in light of the thriving tech 
industry.
Yes, Building T is visually 
appealing and adds an architectural 
flair to the campus landscape.
Sure staff and students directly 
affected by the facility upgrades are 
impressed and now have a desig-
nated space of solace and science 
camaraderie, but for the rest of us, 
the immediate perks are speculative 
or nonexistent. 
The proposed renewal for 
Building A resulted displacements 
of students, which marked factors in 
the construction of Building T.
Only time will tell whether 
students in other programs will see 
any benefit of using the space at the 
Science & Technology Building, 
during their time at Langara.
New space age building
The culture of tipping etiquette
Tenants 
tense in tight 
Vancouver 
rental market 
Vancouver’s brutal housing market may be the reason some renters aren’t coming forward 
with valid complaints about their 
landlords.
People I have spoken with about 
their renting woes describe non-
returned damage deposits for a single 
paint chip being out of place, landlords 
who impose a strict occupancy rule 
and even the occasional limitations on 
cooking heavily spiced food.
The renters also said they were 
afraid of the repercussions of report-
ing or complaining about these issues.
They said they 
were afraid that 
they may not get 
the all-important 
positive reference 
from their land-
lords needed to 
secure their next 
rental. 
Others are 
afraid that if they 
complain, they will 
be evicted, and 
search the rental 
market all over again, something no 
one in their right mind wants to do.
Rather than gripe about mainte-
nance issues or unannounced unit 
inspections, things that are covered 
under the B.C. Residential Tenancy 
Act and are every renter’s right, they 
are keeping quiet and not rocking the 
boat.
Looking at the stats surrounding 
Vancouver’s rental market may be one 
of the reasons.
Rental prices are on the rise accord-
ing to Tom Davidoff, an economist at 
UBC. Davidoff is tracking data that 
suggests the average price of renting a 
two-bedroom apartment is expected to 
rise by 20 per cent by early 2017 from 
an already astronomical $1,643. 
Vancouver’s low occupancy rate 
is also intimidating to renters. The 
Canadian Housing and Mortgage 
Corporation’s October 2015 assess-
ment of Vancouver’s rate shows it to 
be a miniscule 0.6 per cent, one of the 
lowest in Canada. Data suggests that 
the rate will fall even further in the 
coming years.
With all the market uncertainty fac-
ing Vancouver renters, it is tempting 
to gloss over or not report legitimate 
complaints. If you feel unsafe in your 
apartment, or are being unfairly or 
illegally treated by your landlords, just 
speak up.
OPINION
TANNER BOKOR
OPINION
LINDA NGUYEN
OPINION
JESSICA PURVER
LINDA NGUYEN photo
The Science & Technology Building at Langara is completed after three years of construction.
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Residents of Langara Gardens walking in their neighbourhood. 
By STUART NEATBY
H
undreds of residents may be 
thrown into the Lower Main-
land’s struggling rental market 
depending on a proposed rede-
velopment plan. 
Langara Gardens, a collection of 
rental and low-rise housing on 57 Ave-
nue and Cambie Street consisting of 
605 units, may be demolished. A major-
ity of these units are in high-rise tow-
ers, while 270 units are located in low-
rise townhouses built around green 
space. 
Owen Wilson, who lives in one of the 
low-rise townhouses with his two chil-
dren, said that he would be displaced if 
the redevelopment plan goes ahead.
“We’ll be evicted and kicked out, 
with the first option of moving back in, 
but we still have to go rent somewhere 
else, move, and then rent back in here,” 
said Wilson.
All of the townhouse units would be 
demolished under the redevelopment 
plan. Seven new towers would be built, 
ranging from 20 to 26 storeys in height, 
as would six other residential build-
ings. 
According to an e-mailed statement 
from the City of Vancouver, the new 
units will be a mixture of strata devel-
opment, market rental housing, and 
affordable housing, which is defined as 
20 per cent below the market rental 
rate. A two-bedroom unit currently 
rents for $1950 per month.
Residents displaced by the develop-
ment will be given priority placement 
in new units, but Wilson, who works as 
a manager at West Restaurant, does 
not expect to return.
“The chances of us coming back are 
probably not good because the reason 
we’re here is because of the patio and 
green space,” said Wilson. 
City staff have conducted several 
consultation meetings with residents. 
Once a policy statement is completed, 
the two owners of the site, Pearson 
Dogwood and Concert Properties, will 
be able to apply for a rezoning applica-
tion before beginning the redevelop-
ment.
Yasine Seqat, who is planning to en-
roll at Langara College, would also be 
displaced, along with his family. 
“The majority of people are going to 
be upset because the fact of having to 
move houses in general is just a whole 
hassle,” said Seqat.  
 Student renters need to be 
aware of their rights in or-
der to not get taken advan-
tage of by landlords 
CHARLES DALE photo
 Many students are struggling to 
find a place to live 
Roommate 
nightmares 
 By CHELSEA POWRIE
Vancouver students may under-stand finding an affordable place to live often involves flexibility re-
garding roommates, and that strangers 
aren’t always the best company.
Desire for independence drives 
many Vancouver students into the 
pricy rental market, and as a result, 
posts seeking roommates are a com-
mon sight online and on campus bill-
boards. 
Justine Lilgert was newly enrolled in 
Langara College for business when she 
realized she couldn’t afford her down-
town lifestyle. Lilgert turned to the In-
ternet as many students do, and she 
found a woman advertising a bedroom 
in an Oakridge-area home. Although 
they bonded, Lilgert found the arrange-
ment much too familiar.
“When I moved in I felt very moth-
ered by her. She would write on my 
lunches every day. I’d come home and 
my bedroom light would be on, she’d 
have put a hot water bottle in my bed,” 
Lilgert said. “I didn’t feel like I had a lot 
of privacy.”
Lilgert moved out after a few months 
and has since lived with a stream of dif-
ferent roommates. She initially took 
the lease out of necessity. 
“The price was right and I didn’t 
have another option.” 
Andrew Egan, a geography instruc-
tor at Langara, said he recalls hearing 
of a roommate woe from a student.  
 “I had a student that stated a room-
mate stole their computer and thus 
they could not submit their assign-
ment,” said Egan in an email interview. 
This problem isn’t just local. Laura 
de Boer, a resident in Victoria, resorted 
to finding a roommate on Tinder due to 
the high rental prices in B.C.’s capital. 
“About a week into me living there, I 
was reheating coconut curry. She 
asked if it had animal products in it and 
I said yes, and she got instantly upset,” 
de Boer said. “She went into her room 
and cried about it. I threw it out and or-
dered an extra large pepperoni pizza at 
a friend’s house.”
The roommate has since made emp-
ty threats to kick de Boer out and has 
been generally unreasonable, leaving 
de Boer feeling stuck. Fortunately for 
her they co-signed a lease. 
“Renting here is incredibly difficult, 
especially living on your own,” said de 
Boer.  
Finding a roommate is a 
challenge many renters 
face
“We’ll be 
evicted 
and kicked 
out
OWEN WILSON 
RENTER
Rental woes impact students
Students are struggling in many different ways inVancouver’s overheated rental market 
Residents to be evicted soon 
Langara Gardens residents to be displaced from neighbourhood after approval of redevelopment plan
Landlords set unrealistic rules
By  CHARLES DALE
Student renters in Vancouver are 
struggling with landlords overstep-
ping their boundaries.
In Vancouver’s overheated rental 
market, it is difficult for students to 
find affordable housing. With the usu-
al rent for a one-bedroom unit in the 
city currently well over $1,000 per 
month, many students find themselves 
having to move into more affordable 
basement suites and home-stays.
Jovaria Ghani, a peace and conflict 
studies student at Langara College, 
moved into a basement suite with her 
older sister in June. Ghani grew con-
cerned after her landlord started set-
ting unrealistic standards. 
“My boyfriend would stay over, and 
it seemed like [the landlord] had a 
problem with that.”  
Ghani said that her landlord expect-
ed her guests to leave by 10 p.m. “He’d 
never mentioned that before we moved 
in here,” said Ghani.
The B.C. Residential Tenancy Act 
(RTA) prohibits landlords from plac-
ing restrictions on guests in a tenant’s 
suite, something student renters may 
not be unaware of. 
Ministry of Housing spokeswoman 
Lindsay Byers said that tenants can 
improve their situations with over-
reaching landlords by educating them-
selves. 
 “Students or others from outside 
B.C. or Canada seeking a place to rent 
here can protect themselves by becom-
ing familiar with their rights under the 
Residential Tenancy Act,” said Byers.  
She explained that first time renters 
should visit the tenancy branch web-
site, where this information is avail-
able.
Parm Singh, of Dominion Law, said 
tenants should familiarize themselves 
with their rights. 
“The Residential Tenancy Act is in 
place to protect landlords and tenants 
alike. Landlords and tenants may not 
avoid or contract out of the terms set 
forth in the RTA,” said Singh. 
For Ghani, this advice may have 
come too late. She has since moved 
back home, but expressed concern for 
students who may not have that op-
tion.
“It just made me think of people that 
don’t have families here, and if they 
have to deal with issues like this,” she 
said. 
“I just wasn’t able to deal with it 
anymore.”
“My boyfri-
ent would 
stay over, 
and it 
seemed 
like [the 
landlord] 
had a 
problem 
with that
JOVARIA GHANI
RENTER 
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Jacob Vanderpas, a Langara Falcons golf player, swings his way to the top at a tournament at Westwood Plateau golf course.
Double trouble for Langara Falcons soccer rivals
Fall season of volleyball 
skills development kicks 
off at Marpole-Oakridge 
Community Centre
TANNER BOKOR photo
From the left: Chelsea and Amelia Brown will hang up the Falcons' jersey this season.
By TANNER BOKOR 
 
Twin sisters Chelsea and Amelia Brown are making waves on the Langara Falcons women’s soccer 
team.
The Falcons are led up front by the 
Brown twins, who are tied for second 
place in team scoring with two goals 
apiece in the PacWest provincials. The 
team currently sits in second place in 
the PacWest provincial standings, just 
one point behind league leaders, Doug-
las College.
The Brown sisters originally tried 
out to join the UBC Thunderbirds 
women’s soccer team, but at the urging 
of Langara head coach Ryan Birt, they 
instead committed to Langara.
“[Birt] really liked how we played, 
offered us some scholarship money, 
and we decided that would be the best 
fit for us,” Amelia said.
Chelsea and Amelia agree that there 
can be positives and negatives to being 
together on the field.
“We fight sometimes on the field. 
We’re pretty competitive with each 
other, but we also help each other out 
as well. We’re always looking to give 
each other opportunities,” said Chel-
sea.
The twins started playing soccer 
early, at the age of six, moving on to 
play at West Vancouver’s Sentinel Sec-
ondary School.
“From a young age, our dad influ-
enced [us] to get into sport early and 
thought that soccer would be the best 
fit for us” said Amelia.
The sisters are in their final season 
as Falcons’ players, but they plan on 
making it a memorable one.
“I’m looking forward to finishing off 
well, and our team is really strong this 
year,” said Chelsea. “I really just want 
to make this year a good one and win 
nationals.”
First gold for 
Langara 
program
Jacob Vanderpas got individual gold medal at PacWest competition
By LAUREN BOOTHBY
A 
Falcons golfer has won Langa-
ra’s first gold medal at a Pac-
West provincial golf champion-
ship in early October – in only 
the second year the program has exist-
ed. 
First-year player Jacob Vanderpas 
took the individual gold at the PacWest 
competition, while the team finished 
fourth overall. 
Golf has only been part of the Langa-
ra athletics department for two years. 
The Falcons’ collegiate team began 
competing in the 2015-2016 season. 
“It’s outstanding,” said Vanderpas. 
“Just playing your best is the important 
thing, but to come out five shots ahead, 
I thought it would come down to a shot 
or two, but not five shots so that was 
pretty cool.”
Taylor Seidel, one of Langara’s golf-
ers, said having a strong player like 
Vanderpas on the team pushes him to 
do better.
“It definitely makes a difference. You 
know the number-one guy is always go-
ing to have a good round, so it gives the 
rest of the team more confidence to 
make a missed shot here or there,” said 
Seidel.
Vanderpas said the team could 
have done better overall – they were 
only one spot shy of the third-place 
finish required to make the national 
competition – but he has big goals for 
the future.
“It’s promising next year. I think if 
we have the same group of guys and 
get better over the summer and may-
be get a couple of better players from 
outside then who knows, right?” he 
said. 
Vanderpas is going to the CCAA 
national championship from October 
17 to 21, where he hopes to inspire 
other golfers.
“I hope it motivates players to see 
what people are capable of,” said Van-
derpas, who began the sport at the 
age of eight and started competing at 
15. “That if they have specific goals, 
that they can reach them.”
“I hope it 
motivates 
players to 
see what 
people are 
capable of
JACOB VANDERPAS
LANGARA FALCONS
GOLF PLAYER
Volleyball 
skills course 
excites youth
By ALYSE KOTYK
Seventeen youth — many donning kneepads — ran into the Marpole-Oakridge Community Centre 
gym, eager to begin the fall season of 
youth volleyball skills development. 
The program is the largest it has ever 
been with a record number of regis-
tered participants. 
Now in its third season, the commu-
nity centre's youth volleyball skills 
training program aims to teach partici-
pants aged 13 to 18 the fundamentals of 
volleyball including bumping, passing, 
setting, serving and spiking. Each 
week, youth participants focus on one 
particular skill and practice it through 
a series of drills.
The program's coach, Dustin Szeto, 
helped launch the program when he 
and Anntuaneth Figueroa, community 
centre youth worker, wanted to find a 
way to further engage the community's 
youngsters. Szeto says he works with 
young players of varying skill levels in 
the program. 
"Some of them who are in elementa-
ry school maybe want to try out volley-
ball and see if they like it," he said. 
"Some I get, they're just going into high 
school so they know they want to play 
volleyball and want to make the high 
school team so they come to me, they 
learn the fundamentals and when they 
go to their volleyball tryouts they'll be 
a little bit ahead of the curve."
In addition to learning volleyball 
skills, Szeto pointed out that the youth 
who participate also receive valuable 
lessons that they can take off the court 
and into their lives. 
"Definitely they're working on team-
work and their social skills," he said. 
"When they first come into the camp, 
most of them don't know each other. So 
I try to get them playing in groups, try-
ing to work together and trying to build 
bonds with their teammates."
The fall season of the volleyball 
skills development program will run 
until mid-December.
Twins Chelsea and 
Amelia Brown bring 
competitive spirit to field
Falcons’ Tally
WOMEN’S SOCCER
W-D-L 
4-3-2
Ranked: 02
NEXT GAMES
-10/15/2016 (Capilano)
-10/16/2016 (VIU)
-10/22/2016 (Quest)
